
International Federation of Business & Professional Women 
Founded in 1930, BPW International empowers Business and Professional Women in over 98 countries on 

5 continents with General Consultative Status at ECOSOC/United Nations.  

Rue de Saint-jean 26, 1203 Geneva, Switzerland | Av. Allende 351 Ote., Torreon, Coah. Mexico 27000 

E: presidents.office@bpw-international.org | www.bpw-international.org  

 

BPW International 
Making a Difference Through Leadership and Action 

 

 

 
 

Today is World Environment Day which is celebrated every year on 5 June to raise global 
awareness to take positive environmental action to protect nature and the planet Earth. While 
changes in the environment affect everyone, they affect men and women differently. Women’s and 
girls’ traditional responsibilities as food growers, water and fuel gatherers, and caregivers connect 
them closely to available natural resources and the climate, making them more likely to be 
impacted by  environmental hardships. Due to longstanding inequalities that silence their voices 
and neglect their needs, poor women are also disproportionately impacted by increasingly longer 
droughts, more severe storms and flooding, species depletion, soil degradation, deforestation, and 
other negative environmental changes.  In this context,  
 
The Platform for Action called for building on the progress made at the United Nations 
Conference for Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and for the full 
and equal participation of women and men as agents and beneficiaries of sustainable 
development.  
 

International Federation of Business and Professional Women promote women as 

decision makers, are critical elements to ensuring the success of environmental 

policy and programming. 

 
We also advocate the UN strategies to: 
 

 Deliver energy and environment services, such as clean water and mechanized power, to 

poor women;  

 Leverage financing for women’s organizations and entrepreneurs working to mitigate 

and/or adapt to climate change;  

 Harness women’s local knowledge to protect, sustain and manage the environment and its 

resources. 

 Identify win-win opportunities that link policies for gender equality and the environment with 

more equitable forms of growth.    

          Please visit: http://www.unep.org/wed/; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOIe7oZoLGM 
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